The clinical significance of papillitis of the major duodenal papilla.
This study investigated the clinical significance of papillitis of the major duodenal papilla and analyzed the correlation between endoscopic and histologic papillitis in patients with biliary or pancreatic disorders. Eighty-seven patients and 12 healthy control subjects were enrolled. The endoscopic appearance of papillitis was classified by two blinded endoscopists, and biopsy specimens were taken of the papilla. Various factors were prospectively analyzed to identify any relationship with the endoscopic severity of the papillitis. By univariate analysis, a clinically acute inflammatory condition and elevation of serum transaminase levels were significantly associated with moderate and severe endoscopic papillitis (p < 0.05). However, by multivariate analysis, only a clinically acute inflammatory condition was significantly associated with moderate and severe endoscopic papillitis (p < 0.001). The endoscopic severity of papillitis was poorly correlated with monocyte infiltration, but there was a good correlation with neutrophil infiltration. Moderate and severe papillitis were not observed in healthy volunteers. Moderate and severe endoscopic papillitis were significantly more common in patients with biliary or pancreatic disorders plus a clinically acute inflammatory condition, whereas moderate and severe papillitis were not observed in healthy volunteers. Moderate and severe endoscopic papillitis are characteristic of biliary or pancreatic disorders.